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COLONIAL HEIGHTS — Marine Comfort Quilts is providing a little bit of comfort to 
the families of soldiers who have fallen during Ope ration Iraqi Freedom.  
 
 
 
Marine Comfort Quilts will 
meet at the Hilton Garden 
Inn, using meeting space 
donated by the hotel’s parent 
company, Shamin Hotels, to 
assemble quilts and they’re 
asking for the public’s help. 
 
The national organization 
was founded about three 
years by two Marine moms 
with the goal of providing a 
memorial quilt to families of 
soldiers killed serving their 
country.  
 
They have produced more 
than 2,000 quilts to date.  
 
“We have a lot of squares 
available for people to write a 
note of thanks or comfort to the quilt recipient,” said B.J. Harding, a local Marine Comfort 
Quilts volunteer.  
 
The quilt squares are pre-sewn by volunteers around the country and each quilt is 30 
squares.  
 
Members of the public are invited to help piece together quilt squares and tie them to the 
quilt backing.  
 
“You don’t need any sewing skills to do this,” Harding said.  
 
“If you can thread a needle and tie your shoe, you can do this.” 
 
It’s free to participate in the event.  
 
Members of the community who want to participate can simply come to the Hilton 
Garden Inn Friday between 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
 
“Our hotel is just a few miles from Fort Lee, which means many of our guests, neighbors 
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and employees have military connections,” said Steve Prial, general manager of the 
Hilton Garden Inn Southpark.  
 
“This has given us an understanding of the sacrifice made by members of the armed 
forces and their families, and we’re very happy to assist with this worthy cause.” 
 
Quilters in the area who have orphan squares are welcomed to sign them and donate 
them to be used in future quilts. 
 
The Hilton Garden Inn is located at 800 Southpark Boulevard in Colonial Heights. 
 
For more information on Marine Comfort Quilts, call Harding at 520-4171 or visit 
http://www.marinecomfortquilts.us. 
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